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of the subject, the vast opportunities that of late years have been afforded by the increased number and extent of the institutions in which insanity could be studied, and the superior order of men who have been enlisted in the service, that so many years have been allowed to pass away without the production of a comprehensive manual of psychological medicine. In the whole range of medical literature there was no book more wanted, both by practitioners and students; but the responsibility of presenting such a work to the world seems to have been too This form of eccentricity is often nearly allied to insanity, and is often premonitory to it." (p. 312.)
There can be no doubt that eccentricity is often nothing more than a disregard of the opinions of others, and that this independence of feeling and action is often combined with rare intelligence and acute reasoning powers ; nor is it so liable to degenerate into, or be associated with insanity, as that which is so well described by Dr. Bucknill as the second form of eccentricity. The distinction between these two forms is ably drawn, but it is a question whether we ought not to regard the purest form of eccentricity, when carried to extremes,.as disease.
Society will tolerate certain departures from its usages, even when considerable inconvenience and some annoyance are occasioned ; but this must have its limits. "We might not at the present day consider another Diogeues insane, if he insisted on establishing himself in his tub on the pestilential banks of the Thames, and defied the opinion of the world as he wallowed in its mire, and boasted of its pure and invigorating air; but if, carrying his notions of independence a step further, he maintained his right, not only to assume what garb he pleased, but to dispense with clothing altogether, and, emerging from his filthy den to bask on the sunny side of a crowded thoroughfare, we should be driven to the conclusion that there was no alternative but to treat him. as a madman, however well he might be able to argue for the propriety of his acts. There are, then, we think, certain cases in which great extravagance of conduct in itself amounts to insanity, and must be treated accordingly, notwithstanding the absence of delusion and the power to reason correctly.
There are few points in relation to insanity of more importance than the ability to detect simulation, and none are more ably treated in the work before us.
Some very interesting cases are given which admirably illustrate the difficulties of this kind of inquiry, and the errors into which those who attempt to feign this malady commonly fall are pointed out with great clearness.
" The feigning madman in all ages has been apt to fall into the error of believing that conduct utterly outrageous and absurd is the peculiar characteristic of insanity. The absurd conduct of the real madman does not indicate a total subversion of the intelligence; it is not utterly at variance with the reasoning processes; but it is consistent either with certain delusive ideas, or with a certain perverted state of the emotions. In the great majority of cases, feigned insanity is detected by the part being over-acted in ontrageousness and absurdity of conduct, and by the neglect of those chauges in the emotions and propensities which form the more important part of real insanity. The work concludes with an appendix of cases, and is illustrated by a series of portraits of the different types of insanity, of great interest. We commend it to our readers in the full assurance that they will derive pleasure and profit from its attentive perusal, and that it will prove to them a sound and safe guide through some of the greatest difficulties which beset our path when our advice is sought, and we are called upon to deal with the most severe affliction which can befal the family of man.
